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Ophiuchus 
Constellation
Ophiuchus is an often overlooked 
constellation. In September it can be found 
low down in the south / southwest sky 
between 8pm and midnight. Look for a 
triangle of stars below The Keystone asterism 
of Hercules and then image lines descending 
from the stars at the base of the triangle like 
puppet strings. See the opposite star map.



IC 4665 – an Open 
Cluster. The 
“Summer Beehive”

IC 4665 is an open cluster about 
1100 – 1400 light years distant. 
Being a young cluster at about 35 
million years of age it contains a 
number of large blue hot stars. It 
lies just to the southwest of Beta 
Ophiuchi. It has been named 
“The Summer Beehive” due to 
it’s resemble to M45 The Beehive 
Cluster in Cancer. A large loose 
cluster it is best viewed with wide 
angled binoculars at low 
magnification (8x40 & 6X30)



Poniatowski’s Bull Asterism

Just to the southeast of The 
Summer Beehive lies the V –
shaped asterism known as 
Pontiatowski’s Bull. It is named 
after an ancient Polish king and 
used to be a constellation in its 
own right. In wide field 
binoculars it is a pleasing sight 
and there are also some 
binocular double stars – see if 
you can find any.



Messier 10 – A 
Globular Cluster

M10 is a bright globular cluster in 
Ophiuchus. It lies a few degrees 
(about half a fist width when you 
stretch your arm in front of you) 
southwest of Beta Ophiuchi. M10 
lies about 16000 light years 
distant and is moving away from 
the solar system at 69 Km/s. It 
takes 140 million years to orbit 
The Milky Way Galaxy. It appears 
as a milky smudge in low power 
binoculars but x20 and x25 will 
show a bright core and perhaps 
some surface granularity.



Messier 12 –
Another Globular 
Cluster
In the same field of view in wide 
field binoculars as M10 lies M12 – a 
little above M10. M12 lies 15,700 
light years distant and is about 76 
light years in diameter. Seeing the 
two globular clusters in the same 
field of view with some framing 
perspective is a nice sight.



Saturn and Jupiter – Two Giant Planets

Look low down in the southeast to southwest sky in early evening or early nighttime and the 
two brightest objects will be Saturn and Jupiter, with Saturn the dimmer and most westerly of 

the two. Binoculars can give surprisingly good views of these two giants.



The Planet 
Saturn

Higher power binoculars will 
easily reveal Saturn’s rings. The 
picture shown here was taken 
through a 22x60 binocular. With 
a 10x50 binocular the rings are 
not obvious but the planet 
looks like a rugby ball shape. It 
should be possible to identify 
Titan, Saturn’s biggest moon. 
Planetarium software can 
highlight the moon’s position 
on any given night to aid 
identification.



Jupiter and the 
four Galilean 
Moons

Jupiter is easily seen in 
binoculars and higher powers of 
x25 may reveal some subtle 
banding of the planet. All four 
Galilean moons are easily seen 
from 10x50 binoculars and up. 
Planetarium software will 
identify each moon on any 
given night. If you observe on 
consecutive nights, you can 
track the moons changing 
positions.


